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We were fortunate to obtain a grant from the Babcock Institute for International Dairy Research
and Development of the University of Wisconsin-Madison to travel in the U.K. and France from June
18 to July 2, 1995 to view their dairy sheep industries.  The specific goals of our visits were:

1. Visit dairy sheep producers to learn of technology which could be applied to Wisconsin dairy
sheep production.

2. Locate sources of superior dairy sheep genetics for possible purchase and importation to
Wisconsin.

3. Study genetic improvement programs for sheep in place in both countries for their potential
for implementation in Wisconsin.

Our trip included visits to nine commercial dairy sheep farms (four in the U.K. and five in
France), a dairy sheep research farm in France, four sheep A.I. centers (one in U.K. and three in
France), a meat sheep research farm in France, the offices of both the Meat and Livestock Commis-
sion and the National Sheep Association in the U.K., the Royal Highlands Agricultural Show in
Edinburgh, Scotland, and the National Sheep Institute at Rambouillet, France.  We were assisted
greatly with arrangements by Olivia Mills, Secretary of the British Dairy Sheep Association, Henry
Lewis of the U.K. Meat and Livestock Commission and Francis Barillet of the French National
Agricultural Research Institute’s (INRA) station near Toulouse.  We were joined in France by Kristin
Tondra, a veterinary medicine student from the University of Minnesota, who served as a very
valuable French interpreter for me (Dave Thomas).  This allowed Yves the ability to speak with our
hosts in his native French without having to break the conversation to interpret for me.

One week in each country was not enough time to learn all there is to know about their dairy
sheep industries, and some of the impressions we came away with may not be true of the real situa-
tion.  However, we had a very intense visit with a packed schedule every day, and we feel that we
gained a tremendous understanding of dairy sheep production in these two countries.

The U.K. and France were chosen as the countries for our visit for several reasons.  Each of us
were familiar with both countries - I had traveled in both countries before, and Yves had worked and
traveled previously in the U.K. and, of course, was very familiar with his native France.  With Yves’
French language skills, communications would not be a problem.  We had good personal and profes-
sional contacts in both countries that were willing to assist in the planning of our visit.  Sheep dairy-
ing is a relatively recent farming enterprise in the modern U.K., and the problems U.K. producers
dealt with were apt to be similar to the problems facing U.S. dairy sheep producers (e.g. availability
of improved genetics, dairy sheep management, milking technology, marketing).  France is the
largest producer of sheep’s milk for commercial processing, and their dairy sheep industry is highly
organized and utilizes the latest in technology.  The French dairy sheep industry would be an ex-
ample of where the U.S. industry may be in the future.
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